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MINUTES

Groton Electric Light Department




June 9, 2011
Present:  Commissioners Christie, Hersh, and Lindemer; Manager Kelly, and Executive Assistant Lemire.  
Also Present: Town Manager Haddad, Selectman Dillon, Central Fire Station Relocation Committee members Black & Rider, Connie Sartini & Bob Hargraves 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.
    

STATION AVENUE

The Board is being asked to take a position on the relocation of the central fire station at the special Town Meeting on June 13th.  Mr. Black informed the Board that the Relocation Committee had taken a vote on Monday June 6, 2011 to determine the best location for the central fire station – Sacred Heart was the first choice and GELD remained in second place because there are still some unanswered questions about the Station Avenue location.  
Mr. Haddad feels some of the questions will be addressed as GELD moves forward with their engineering and design of the new facilities.  He also mentioned there is a possibility that the town will pursue the purchase of both the Sacred Heart and the Station Avenue locations.  
Mr. Haddad added that the selectmen have taken the position that they won’t reimburse GELD for the portion to be declared surplus because the selectmen believe the property is already town-owned.  Mr. Kelly stated the land is Light Department controlled.  Ms. Sartini asked the Board if the selectmen or Town Manager had asked GELD to purchase the Downes property. Mr. Lindemer responded that GELD purchased the land to pull the Light Department off of the rail trail and to assist in the development of the Station Avenue Overlay District.  Commissioner Hersh and Mr. Hargraves both stated if the purchase of Sacred Heart property is approved at Town Meeting, the town would not consider the Station Avenue location for the central fire station. Mr. Haddad disagreed.  Ambulance funds were also discussed as a possible funding source to reimburse the ratepayers for the surplus property.  
Mr. Haddad addressed the Board and asked the commissioners to consider moving the new facilities to the GELD-owned land on Route 40 and to declare the entire Station Avenue parcel as surplus.  There was some discussion, but the Board said they had already looked at that option and it was not viable from a financial standpoint. Mr. Haddad thanked the Board for their consideration.
TOWN MEETING

Mr. Lindemer asked the Board what position they would like to take for the special Town Meeting regarding the purchase of the Sacred Heart property.  Mr. Christie did not want to take a formal position. Mr. Hersh thought the commissioners and Manager Kelly should be prepared to address the savings that could be realized if the central fire station is built on Station Avenue.  Mr. Lindemer said he would reiterate what has already been said – that there is potential savings that can be realized by the ratepayers and taxpayers and GELD will work with the town to answer the questions that are pending regarding the Station Avenue parcel.  The Board is willing to keep ratepayers neutral and save money for the taxpayers. The commissioners agreed that all of them would attend the Special Town Meeting.
MANAGER CONTRACT
A copy of Manager Kelly’s contract was distributed and discussed.  There were a couple of minor changes.  Mr. Lindemer agreed to make the changes and will keep a copy of the original contract on file.
After some discussion, Mr. Hersh MOVED:


TO ACCEPT AND APPROVE MANAGER KELLY’S CONTRACT AS AMENDED.

NEW/OTHER BUSINESS

No new/other business.
Agenda items having been concluded, the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Tammi Lemire







      Executive Assistant 

