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MINUTES

Groton Electric Light Department




May 6, 2011
Present:  Commissioners Christie, Hersh, and Lindemer; Manager Kelly and Executive Assistant Lemire.  
Also Present:  Town Manager Haddad, Planning Board members Collette & Barringer, Don Black and Connie Sartini.
The meeting was called to order at 10:48 a.m.

DISCUSS FUTURE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT ON STATION AVENUE
Mr. Lindemer thought it was important to discuss the Light Board’s position on the possible relocation of the Groton Fire Department on Station Avenue.  He wanted to provide the facts and discuss what is in the best interest of the GELD ratepayers and the impact on Groton taxpayers.  He also asked the Board to consider if there is something GELD can do to help out the Town in regards to a possible relocation of the Fire Department to the GELD land that will be declared surplus in the future.
Town Manager Haddad stated he would be surprised if the town would approve a payment for town-owned land to another town department.  Mr. Lindemer disagreed.

A spreadsheet was displayed showing the potential savings to both ratepayers and taxpayers if the fire department builds on Station Avenue compared to Main Street (Sacred Heart).  The cost considerations were based on some estimation, but Mr. Lindemer was trying to show the possible savings if the fire department relocates to the Station Avenue property.  
Mr. Christie stated that he felt the SAOD (Station Avenue Overlay District) concept would be upset by the relocation of the fire station on Station Avenue and thought the Main Street location seemed more viable.  


Mr. Black asked if GELD would be able to absorb the $350K that was paid for the Downes property.  The Board didn’t think that was a viable option at this time.

After much discussion, the Board was in general agreement to support the process for the fire department relocation and if Station Avenue is selected as the site would want a maximum of $350K for the surplus land controlled by the Light Department.  There was also general consensous to find the greatest savings for both the taxpayers of Groton and ratepayers of GELD.  
Agenda items having been concluded, the meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Tammi Lemire







      Executive Assistant 

