Groton Electric Minutes
Page 2
9/26/2005

MINUTES

Groton Electric Light Department




   September 26, 2005

Present:  Commissioners Bruner, Hersh, and Lindemer, Manager Chojnowski, and Office Administrator Kelly.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
    

MINUTES

Mr. Hersh MOVED:

TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2005 AS WRITTEN.

The motion was seconded and ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.

MANAGER’S REPORT

Mrs. Chojnowski updated the Board on tasks and projects since the last meeting.

We are still waiting for the installation of the street light bases so that we can install the poles and street lights for the Mass Highway project.  Verizon is scheduled to be completed with the removal of their pole attachments by October 4, 2005.  As soon as Verizon is off the poles, we will remove them.

We are still way ahead of schedule on the Shaws/Four Corners project.  We have two of the six transformers energized and will put in the other four transformers as filler projects over the next month.

The pole removal for the Mill Street realignment is still waiting on Verizon to remove their attachments.

The Seven Hills Hospital has just received our estimate for the installation of three-phase underground and transformer for the new wing.  At the completion of their remodel they expect the entire facility to be fed underground.

The current cash-on-hand position is good and is presented in the written report.  

Mr. Lindemer MOVED:


TO ACCEPT THE MANAGER'S REPORT AS WRITTEN.

The motion was seconded and ALL VOTED IN FAVOR.

TOWN MEETING ARTICLES

The Town has lost the appeal of the comprehensive permit for the Lowell Road property before the Housing Appeals Committee (HAC).  To make this decision more unreasonable, the HAC has ordered the Light Department to allow the developer to clear our Lowell Road property so that Washington Green can attain the site distance necessary for their exit on to Lowell Road.  The HAC has also ordered the Light Department to allow Washington Green to run an alternate exit through our substation parking lot.  This amounts to a taking of our land by the HAC.

There were items to discuss regarding the continuing Washington Green litigation and the PGET litigation, so at 7:48 p.m. Mrs. Chojnowski suggested that the Board enter Executive Session.

Mr. Lindemer MOVED:

TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING WASHINGTON GREEN LITIGATION AND PGET LITIGATION AND TO RE-ENTER OPEN SESSION IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER.

The motion was seconded and voted:  Hersh, yea; Bruner, yea; Lindemer, yea.

The Executive Session having concluded at 8:06 p.m., the Board re-entered the Regular Session.

POWER SUPPLY

The price is rising for the Berkshire Wind Project in Hancock Massachusetts.  With each delay, GE raises the price for the turbines.  At this point the developer has raised the price of energy to $40 per megawatt, which is still a very good price for us.  The foundation for the project is scheduled to be poured in December. 

RATE STUDY

Mrs. Chojnowski informed the Board that the final rate study will be ready for review shortly.  Previous numbers showed a need to raise rates at least 5%, but the new power projections are showing a need for a higher rate increase.  Also, the PASNY credit will have to be adjusted as we are now over crediting our customers about $100,000 a year.  She recommended that the rate analyst from Vermont Public Power present the rate study to the Board at our next Meeting.  Since the analyst is coming from Vermont, there was unanimous agreement to schedule the next meeting at 4:00 pm for his convenience.  The Board preferred setting up a meeting during the week of October 24, with the earlier start time.  Mrs. Chojnowski would work out the scheduling with the rate analyst and get back to the Board as soon as a date could be worked out. 

STATION AVENUE PROPERTY

There were some findings from the Limited Subsurface Environmental Site Assessment that need to be addressed.  The primary issues involve lead and PAHs identified in the soil samples and the garage floor drains.  The levels of lead and PAHs which were found are 

reportable unless we remedy the situation before the required filing date of January 19, 2006.  Also, the floor drains need to be sealed in accordance with State guidelines.  Mrs. Chojnowski recommended that since all of the findings are minor, the Light Department should try to resolve all of the issues before State reporting would be required.  A more detailed site assessment will be required and we will need to add some time to the Station Avenue RFP deadline.  There was unanimous approval to do the more detailed site assessment and change the RFP deadline.

OTHER

The Sasso case which the Town settled has been dormant as far as the Light Department is concerned for three years.  If the case remains dormant for another year, the potential liability will disappear.  Mrs. Chojnowski recommends waiting and taking no action on the case.
NEXT MEETING NIGHT:

It was agreed that the next meeting would be during the week of October 24, 2005, at 

4:00 p.m. 

Agenda items having been concluded, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Kevin P. Kelly


